
 

1 

 

Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

March 30, 2020 

The Butler County Board of Elections met on Monday, March 30, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. for a 
regular meeting. Roll call was taken and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member Mariann 
Penska, Member Chris Wunnenberg, Director Diane Noonan, Deputy Director Eric Corbin, and 
Poll Worker Administrator/Executive Assistant Melissa Trotta. 

Director Noonan presented Document 1, Bills. Member Wunnenberg moved to approve the 
bills on Document 1; seconded by Member Penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Noonan submitted Document 2, the minutes of the January 13, 2020, meeting. 

Member Wunnenberg moved to approve the January 13, 2020, meeting minutes on Document 

2; seconded by Member Penska. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  abstain 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 

Deputy Director Corbin acknowledged receipt of the following directives: 

2020-05 Unforeseeably Confined or Hospitalized Voters, Curbside Voting, and Best 
Practices for the March 17, 2020 Election in Response to Coronavirus/COVID-19 

2020-06 Order from Director of Health Dr. Amy Acton Closing Polls for the March 17, 
2020 Presidential Primary Election (rescinded)  
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2020-07 House Bill (“H.B.”) 197 and Additional Instructions 

 

Deputy Director Corbin acknowledged receipt of the following advisories: 

2020-02 Litigation Resolved Regarding Unforeseeably Jailed Voters 

2020-03 Absentee Ballots for Out-of-County Unforeseen Hospitalizations 

2020-04 Further Guidance re: Directive 2020-06 (rescinded) 

2020-05 Further Guidance re: Director’s Order that All Persons Stay at Home Unless 
Engaged in Essential Work or Activity 

 

Under Election Business, Director Noonan stated the Ohio General Assembly passed House Bill 
197 extending the March 17, 2020, Primary Election until April 28, 2020. Director Noonan 
stated the Secretary of State issued Directive 2020-06 giving additional instructions on how to 
proceed with the election. Director Noonan explained the election will be vote-by-mail only 
with limited in-person absentee voting for individuals with a qualifying disability or who cannot 
receive mail.  

Deputy Director Corbin stated Directive 2020-07 also permits the board of elections to mail 
provisional ballots under certain circumstances. 

Director Noonan stated the Dayton Daily News is providing absentee ballot requests forms in 
the newspaper for voters at no cost to the Boards of Election. Member Penska suggested 
contacting the Journal News reporter Mike Pittman to see if the application could be printed in 
Butler County’s local newspaper. 

Deputy Director Corbin stated the voters can also download an application from the website, 
the voter can have an application mailed to them, or the voter can submit a hand written 
application with the required information. Member Penska asked what the turnaround time 
between an application received and when the ballot is mailed. Deputy Director Corbin said 
generally the same day. 

Member Wunnenberg asked if there are enough staff members available to handle the 
workload. Deputy Director Corbin stated the staffing plan has been updated to half of the staff 
working and half of the staff off. Deputy Director Corbin said, Director Noonan, and he will 
assess the workload at the end of the week.  

Deputy Director Corbin stated the Secretary of State is required to send a postcard to all 
registered voters directing the voters on how to request an absentee ballot. He said there could 
be an increase of applications initially when the voters receive the postcard. 

Director Noonan presented Document 3, Write-In Candidates to be Certified to the November 
3, 2020, Presidential General Election. Member Penska moved to certify the candidate to the 
November 3, 2020, Presidential General Election as listed on Document 3; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried 
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Under Old Business, Chairman Cloud stated he spoke with Ms. Harmon in regard to her 
employment. Chairman Cloud said Ms. Harmon, is unaware if she has been terminated. 
Chairman Cloud explained he spoke with Director Noonan and Deputy Director Corbin about 
the matter, and they contacted the County Human Resource department for further guidance. 
Chairman Cloud stated the County Human Resource department wrote a formal notice of 
termination letter to Ms. Harmon. 

Member Wunnenberg moved to send the letter to Ms. Harmon notifying her termination of 
employment; seconded by Member Penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried 

Chairman Cloud presented a document to be added to the Butler County Board of Elections 
Personnel Policy Manual. Chairman Cloud stated section 7.2 would follow under disciplinary 
action. Chairman Cloud ask if the County Prosecutor should review the document. Director 
Noonan stated Deputy Director Corbin and herself will submit the updated policy to the County 
Prosecutor’s office. 

Under New Business, Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 4, 2020 Butler County Board 
of Elections Meeting Schedule. He asked to change the April 28, 2020, Election Day meeting 
from a special to a regular meeting. Member Penska moved to approve the 2020 Butler County 
Board Elections Meeting Schedule as listed in Document 4; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. 
Roll Call: 
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Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried 

Under the Director’s report, Director Noonan stated the Locations Supervisors, Precinct 
Election Officials, and staff did an outstanding with the challenges of Election Day. There was a 
lot of confusion around March 17, 2020 and everyone has been working together to get the 
work done. 
 
Chairman Cloud asked how the staff can practice the six feet social distancing rule when 
processing absentee ballots. Deputy Director Corbin stated staff members could sit at opposite 
ends of tables and additional tables could be set-up in the warehouse. 
 
Under the Deputy Directors report, Deputy Director Corbin stated he participated in a 
conference call with the Ohio Association of Elections Officials to discuss concerns of the March 
17, 2020, Primary Election before the legislature met.                 

With no further business, Member Penska moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:51 a.m. 
 

 

__________________________   __________________________ 

Frank Cloud, Chairman   Diane Noonan, Director 

 

 

Absent 

_________________________  __________________________ 

Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 

 

 

__________________________  

Mariann Penska, Member 

 

 


